
 

Remarkably You by Pat Zietlow Miller  

(Gr. K-1) 
 

Heartfelt and timeless, Remarkably You 

is an inspirational manifesto about all of 

the things, little or small, loud or quiet, 

that make us who we are. 

The Remember Balloons by Jessie Oliveros  

(Gr. K - 1) 
 

James has a bunch of balloons, each of which holds 

a special memory, but as his grandfather ages and 

loses his own balloons, James discovers that he is 

gaining new ones.  

 

Rescue & Jessica by Jessica Kensky (Gr. K-

1) 
 

Based on a real-life partnership, the 

heartening story of the love and teamwork 

between a girl and her service dog will 

illuminate and inspire. 

Shaking Things Up by Susan Hood (Gr. 1-2) 
 

An ensemble of leading women picture book 

creators join together to promote education and 

celebrate the Women's March through tributes 

to 14 of history's young female revolutionaries, 

including Malala Yousafzai, Molly Williams and 

Nelly Bly.   

 

Sleepy, the Goodnight Buddy by Drew 

Daywalt (Gr. K-1) 
 

Roderick, who dislikes going to bed, finds 

the tables turned when he gets a talkative 

stuffed animal named Sleepy. 

We Don’t Eat Our Classmates by Ryan 
T. Higgins (Gr. 1-2) 
 
When the class pet bites the finger of Penelope, 
a Tyrannosaurus rex, she finally understands 
why she should not eat her classmates, no 
matter how tasty they are. 
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Alma and How She Got Her Name by Juana Martinez-

Neal (Gr. K-1) 

 

When Alma Sofia Esperanza Josâe Pura Candela asks her 

father why she has so many names, she hears the story of 

her name and learns about her grandparents.  

Born to Ride: A Story about Bicycle Face by 

Larissa Theule (Gr. 1-2) 
 

In Rochester, New York, in 1896, Louisa Belinda 

Bellflower defies convention and ignores her 

brother's warnings by learning to ride a bicycle. 
 

 

Brave Ballerina: The Story of Janet Collins by 

Michelle Meadows (Gr. 1-2) 
 

Presents the story of a remarkable pioneer, who 

was the first African American prima ballerina in 

the Metropolitan Opera, in a time when racial 

segregation was widespread in the United States.  

Can I Be Your Dog? By Troy Cumming (Gr. K - 1) 
 

Troy Cummings's hilarious and touching story is a 

perfect gift for a child wanting a dog, and for pet 

adoption advocates. It also showcases many 

different styles of letter writing, making it 

appealing to parents and teachers looking to teach 

the lost art of written communication. 
 

 



 

The Magician’s Hat by Malcolm Mitchell  

(Gr. K-1) 
 

When a magician makes a suprise appearance at 

the library's Family Fun Day, the local kids are 

amazed when an invitation to reach into his hat 

provides each of them with books that inspire 

them to follow their dreams. 

Misunderstood Shark by Ame Dyckman  

(Gr. K - 1) 
 

Shark interrupts the filming of "Underwater World With 

Bob," scattering the other creatures (and the audience), 

but he claims it is all a terrible misunderstanding--that 

he would never think of eating the fish, the squid, the 

audience...or Bob.  

 

Mixed: A Colorful Story by Arree Chung  
(Gr. K-1) 
 

Each believing that their hue is the best, the 

three primary colors live in separate parts of the 

city until Yellow and Blue meet, fall in love, and 

decide to mix.  

Pipsqueaks, Slowpokes, and Stinkers by 

Melissa Stewart (Gr. 1-2) 
 

Describes how the characteristics of some animals 

that may appear to be weaknesses are critical for 

finding food or staying safe, from the size of the 

Amau frog to the stink of the hoatzin's feathers. 
 

 

Planting Stories by Anika Aldamuy Denise 

(Gr. 1-2) 
 

Describes the life and accomplishments of Pura 

Belprâe, a Puerto Rican librarian who 

introduced the folk tales of her native island first 

to the children of New York and afterwards 

throughout the country. 
 

  

 

The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson 

(Gr. 1-2) 

 

Other students laugh when Rigoberto, an 

immigrant from Venezuela, introduces himself 

but later, he meets Angelina and discovers that 

he is not the only one who feels like an outsider. 

Friends Stick Together by Hannah E. 

Harrison (Gr. 1-2) 
 

When a loud-mouthed tickbird lands on 

Mortimer the rhino's nose and starts a 

symbiotic relationship, the reserved 

Mortimer is mortified, until he realizes they 

just might be the perfect pair.  

 

Giraffe Problems by Jory John (Gr. K-1) 

 

When Cyrus the giraffe feels self-conscious 

about his neck, a turtle helps him understand 

its purpose. 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly (Gr. 1-

2) 

 

Explores the previously uncelebrated but pivotal 

contributions of NASA's African American women 

mathematicians to America's space program, 

describing how Jim Crow laws segregated them 

despite their groundbreaking successes.  

 

Love, Z by Jessie Sima (Gr. K - 1) 

 

When a small robot named Z discovers a message in 

a bottle signed “Love, Beatrice,” they decide to find 

out what “love” means. Unable to get an answer from 

the other robots, they leave to embark on an 

adventure that will lead them to Beatrice and back 

home again, where love was hiding all along. 
 

 
 


