
 

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason 
Reynolds and Ibram Kendi (Gr 10-12) 
 
A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, 
from their roots in Europe until today, adapted from 
the National Book Award winner Stamped from the 
Beginning 

Summer of a Thousand Pies by Margaret 
Dilloway (Gr. 4-6) 
 
After her father goes to jail, Cady Bennett, twelve, 
is taken from foster care to spend a summer with 
her estranged Aunt Michelle, trying to save her 
failing pie shop. 

 

 

Things You Can’t Say by Jenn Bishop 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 

Three years after his father's death by suicide, 

twelve-year-old Drew embarks on a journey toward 

understanding, forgiveness, and hope. 

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
by Kwame Mbalia (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Seventh-grader Tristan Strong tumbles into the 
MidPass and, with allies John Henry and Brer Rabbit, 
must entice the god Anansi to come out of hiding and 
seal the hole Tristan accidentally ripped in the sky. 

 

 

When Stars Are Scattered by Victoria Jamieson 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 

A Somali refugee who spent his childhood at the Dadaab 
camp and the Newbery Honor-winning creator of Roller Girl 
present the graphic-novel story of a young refugee who 
struggles with leaving behind his nonverbal brother when he 
has an opportunity to help his family by going to school.  

Wildfire by Rodman Philbrick (Gr. 4-6)  
 

Flames race toward Sam Castine's summer camp as 

evacuation buses are loading, but Sam runs back to get his 

phone. Suddenly, a flash of heat blasts him as pine trees 

explode. Now a wall of fire separates Sam from his bus, 

and there's only one thing to do: Run for his life. Run or 

die.  
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96 Miles by J. L. Esplin (Gr. 4-6) 
 
During a massive blackout in rural Nevada, two 
brothers struggle to survive without their self-
reliance-obsessed dad and without enough water 
cross the desert for help. 

The Blackbird Girls by Anne Blankman (Gr. 4-6) 

 
 

Relocating to Leningrad in the wake of the Chernobyl 
disaster, neighbors Valentina and Oksana, who have been 
taught to hate each other because of religious differences, 
uncover painful family secrets while learning what it means 
to trust another person.  

 

Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker 
Rhodes (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Routinely compared to his submissive lighter-skinned 
brother, a Black boy at an elitist prep school is unfairly 
suspended in the wake of an incident involving the 
school bully, whom he tries to defeat in a fencing 
competition. 

Efren Divided by Ernesto Cisneros (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Worrying about his undocumented parents, who have 
worked hard to secure a safe life for their family, a 
young Mexican American struggles to find his inner 
courage when his beloved mother is arrested and 
deported 

  



 

Free Lunch by Rex Ogle (Gr. 4-6) 

 

A sixth grader from an economically disadvantaged 
family struggles in a new school where he is forced 
to endure humiliation over his secondhand 
clothing and public daily requests for his school’s 
free lunch program. 

From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae 
Marks (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Receiving an unexpected letter on her 12th birthday 
from the incarcerated father she has never met, a 
courageous young baker prepares for a cooking-
show competition while scrambling to determine 
her father’s innocence.  

 

The Light in Hidden Places by Sharon Cameron 
(Gr. 7-9) 
 
Secretly falling in love with the son of Jewish grocers in 
1943 Poland, a young Catholic singer is devastated when 
the family is arrested by Nazis who requisition her house, 
complicating her effort to protect her beloved’s hidden 
brother. 

The Mystwick School of Musicraft by Jessica 
Khoury (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Twelve-year-old Amelia gets the opportunity to attend a 
boarding school and learn how to use music to create magic, 
hoping to become a Maestro like her deceased mother. 

 

 

Nightbooks by J. A. White (Gr. 4-6) 
 

 
Imprisoned by Natacha, a witch, in a New York 
apartment, Alex must tell her a new scary story every 
night in order to stay alive. 

 

  

 

The Only Black Girls in Town by Brandy 

Colbert (Gr. 4-6) 
 

In a predominately white California beach 

town, the only two black seventh-graders, 

Alberta and Edie, find hidden journals that 

uncover family secrets and speak to race 

relations in the past. 

Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga (Gr. 4-
6) 
 

Sent with her mother to the safety of a relative's 
home in Cincinnati when her Syrian hometown is 
overshadowed by violence, Jude worries for the 
family members who were left behind as she adjusts 
to a new life with unexpected surprises.  

 

Revenge of the Red Club by Kim Harrington 
(Gr. 4-6) 
 

When middle school journalist Riley Dunne 
learns that an important and beloved club is 
being shut down, she uses the power of the pen 
to instigate much-needed social change. 

Running Wild by Lucy Jane Bledsoe (Gr. 4-6) 
 

When living in the Alaskan wilderness with her 
survivalist father becomes intolerable, 12-year-old 
Willa sets out on a journey of escape with her 
younger brothers 

 

 

Searching for Lottie by Susan L. Ross (Gr 3-4) 
 

More than six decades after the end of World War II, 
twelve-year-old Charlie, a budding musician, 
searches for clues about her violin-prodigy 
namesake's fate. 

 

 


