
 

Red, White, and Whole by Rajani Larocca (Gr. 4-
6) 
 
Feeling disconnected from her heritage as the only 
Indian-American student in her community, young 
Reha commits herself to a future different from her 
dreams when her mother becomes dangerously ill. 

Scritch Scratch by Lindsay Currie (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Reluctantly assisting her father’s latest ghost-
themed Chicago bus tour, an avid young scientist 
glimpses a mysterious, sad-eyed boy in the back of 
the bus who disappears before she starts hearing 
and seeing bizarre phenomena. 

 

 

The Total Eclipse of Nestor Lopez by Adriana 

Cuevas (Gr. 4-6) 
 

All Nestor Lopez wants is to live in one place for more 

than a few months and have dinner with his dad. After 

moving in with his grandmother, animals start 

disappearing leaving his grandmother as the main 

suspect. Now it’s up to Nestor to save the animals and 

clear her name. 

Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre by 
Carole Boston Weatherford (Kindergarten) 
 

Celebrated author Carole Boston Weatherford 
and illustrator Floyd Cooper provide a powerful 
look at the 1921 Tulsa race massacre, one of the 
worst incidents of racial violence in our nation's 
history. 

 

 

War Stories by Gordon Korman (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Trevor grew up loving stories of his great-

grandfather Jacob from the war. His favorite: the 

time Jacob saved a small French village. But as he 

starts to follow in Jacob’s footsteps, Trevor is 

starting to learn that maybe there was more to the 

story. Questioning, Trevor learns the importance 

of genuine valor. 
Winterborne Home for Vengeance and Valor 
by Ally Carter (Gr. 4-6) 
 

After years in foster care, April gets to live in a 
mansion where she and four other children are 
caught up in a mystery related to a missing heir, 
a lost legacy, and the Phantom.  
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Amari and the Night Brothers by B. B. Alston (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Amari Peters has never stopped believing her missing brother, 

Quinton, is alive. When she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, 

containing a nomination for a summer tryout at the Bureau of 

Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain the secretive organization holds 

the key to locating Quinton—if only she can wrap her head around 

the idea of supernatural creatures all being real. 

 

Becoming Muhammad Ali by James Patterson and 

Kwame Alexander (Gr. 3-4) 
 

A biographical novel tells the story of Cassius Clay, the 

determined boy who would one day become Muhammad 

Ali, one of the greatest boxers of all time. 

 

  

Blue Skies by Anne Bustard (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Glory Bea Bennett knows that miracles happen in Gladiola, Texas, 
population 3,421. Now, Glory Bea needs a miracle of her own. The 
war ended three years ago, but Glory Bea's father never returned 
home from the front in France.  Deep down in her heart, she 
believes Daddy is still out there. But miracles, like people, are 
always changing, until at last they find their way home. 

Clean Getaway by Nic Stone (Gr. 4-6) 
 
William Lamar, known as "Scoob," goes on a road trip through 
the South with his grandmother in her recreational vehicle, 
visiting some of the major sites in the Civil Rights movement 
and learning about how people like him have been treated. 

 
 



 

Connect the Dots by Keith Calabrese (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Is there anything more random than middle school? Sixth 
graders Oliver and Frankie don’t think so. Their first few 
weeks have been filled with weird happenings. But what if 
none of it is random at all? What if a reclusive genius is 
keeping an eye on them instead? Connect the Dots is an 
intricately plotted story about the power of human 
connection and a chain of "coincidences" so serendipitous 
they must be destiny at work. 

Distress Signal by Mary E. Lambert (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Lavender and the rest of the sixth-graders are on a camping trip 

to the Chiricahua wilderness, but the trip seems cursed from the 

start, and when a flash flood splits the group up Lavender finds 

herself lost, together with her former best friend Marisol,mean-

girl Rachelle, and a boy John who has been behaving like a surly 

jerk since the start--they have only one pack of supplies and only 

the most basic wilderness knowledge, but if they are to survive 

they need to put their differences aside and work as a team or all 

that will be left of them are their sun-bleached bones. 
 

 

Echo Mountain by Lauren Wolk (Gr. 4-6) 
 

After losing almost everything in the Great Depression, 
Ellie’s family is forced to leave their home in town and start 
over in the untamed wilderness of nearby Echo Mountain. 
But when disaster strikes, Ella must take things into her 
own hands to find ‘the hag’ to learn healing to save her 
father. 

Finn and the Intergalactic Lunchbox by Michael 
Buckley (Gr. 4-6) 
 

"When Earth is threatened by an invading race of bugs called 
the Plague, 11-year-old Finn, his arch-nemesis, Lincoln, his 
crush, Julep, and one pink unicorn lunchbox become Earth's 
last best hope against destruction"  

 

Hide and Seeker by Daka Hermon (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Joining his friends for a game of hide-and-seek at the 

welcome back party of a young neighbor who mysteriously 

went missing for a year and came back rather changed, 

Justin watches in horror as players are pulled into a 

nightmarish alternate world where they are terrorized by 

a mysterious Seeker. 

 

  

 

In the Red by Christopher Swiedler (Gr. 4-6) 
 

When a massive solar flare hits their Mars colony, 

friends Michael and Lilith are stranded with no 

protection from the sun, a quickly dwindling supply 

of air, food, and water, and little hope for rescue 

Isaiah Dunn is my Hero by Kelly J. Baptist (Gr. 
3-4) 
 
Referring to his late father's journal for advice on 
how to be the man of the house, young Isaiah taps 
the support and ideas of two school friends who 
help him navigate rules and manage without 
superpowers. 

 

 

Katie the Catsitter (v. 1) by Colleen AF Venable (Gr. 4-
6) 
 

Katie is dreading the boring summer ahead while her best 
friends are all away at camp. But when Katie gets a job catsitting 
for her mysterious upstairs neighbor, life get interesting. First, 
Madeline has 217 cats (!) and they're not exactly . . . normal 
catsCan Katie wrangle a whole lot of wayward cats, save a best 
friendship AND crack the biggest story in the city's history? 
Some heroes have capes . . . Katie has cats! 

Prairie Lotus by Linda Sue Park (Gr. 4-6) 
 
 

In Dakota Territory in the 1880s, half-Chinese 
Hanna and her white father face racism and 
resistance to change as they try to make a home for 
themselves. 

 

 

Railway Jack by K. T. Johnston (Gr. 2-3) 
 
 

Jim was a South African railway inspector in the late 
1800s who lost his legs in an accident while at work. 
Unable to perform all his tasks with his disability but 
desperate to keep his job, Jim discovered a brilliant 
solution, a baboon named Jack. Jim trained Jack to help 
him both at home and at the depot. 

 

 


