
 

The Shape of Thunder by Jasmine Warga (Gr 4-
6) 
 
Cora hasn’t spoken to her best friend, Quinn, in a year. The 
grief is too much after the school shooting by Quinn’s 
brother and the death of Cora’s sister. Determined to save 
the friendship, Quinn starts the pair on a journey to realize 
that friendship can be healing. 

Starfish by Lisa Fipps (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Bullied and shamed her whole life for being fat, 
twelve-year-old Ellie finally gains the confidence 
to stand up for herself, with the help of some 
wonderful new allies. 

 

 

The Stitchers by Lorien Lawrence (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Thirteen-year-olds Quinn Parker and Mike Warren 

uncover the awful truth about their strange 

neighbors and the gruesome secret of how they stay 

young. 

Tune It Out by Jamie Sumner (Gr. 4-6) 
 
Twelve-year-old Lou Montgomery's life has been 
centered on her mother's terrifying plan to make her 
a singing star, but a crisis reveals Lou's sensory 
processing disorder and people determined to help 
her address it. 

 

 

Turtle Boy by M. Evan Wolkenstein 
 (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Seventh-grader Will's Bar Mitzvah community service 
project, visiting an incurably ill older boy in the 
hospital, leads to a friendship that is life-changing for 
both them and those around them.  

Twins by Varian Johnson (Gr. 4-6)  
 

Maureen and Francine Carter are twins and best friends. 

They participate in the same clubs, enjoy the same foods, 

and are partners on all their school projects. But just 

before the girls start sixth grade, Francine becomes Fran. 

Maureen and Francine are growing apart and there's 

nothing Maureen can do to stop it. Will middle school 

change things for good?  
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All He Knew by Helen Frost (Gr. 4-6) 
 
In 1939 six-year-old Henry, who is deaf, is taken from 
his family and placed in a home for the feeble-minded 
where, years later, his friends include a conscientious 
objector serving there during World War II. 

Alone by Megan E. Freeman (Gr. 4-6) 

 
 

When Maddie wakes up alone – left behind in a town abandoned – 
she must slowly learn to survive on her own. It’s not easy, given she 
has no power, no internet, and no working phones, but Maddie is 
determined to live. Can Maddie’s stubborn will to survive carry her 
through the most frightening experience of her life? 

 

 

Amari and the Night Brothers by B. B. Alston (Gr. 4-6) 

 
Amari Peters has never stopped believing her missing brother, 

Quinton, is alive. When she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, 

containing a nomination for a summer tryout at the Bureau of 

Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain the secretive organization holds 

the key to locating Quinton—if only she can wrap her head around 

the idea of supernatural creatures all being real. 

 

The Brave by James Bird (Gr. 4-6) 
 
A middle-grade novel about a boy with an OCD issue and 
his move to a reservation to live with his biological 
mother.  

  



     

The Canyon’s Edge by Dusti Bowling  (Gr. 4-6) 

 

A year after the death of her mother in a restaurant 
shooting, Nora is left struggling to stay alive when a 
climbing trip with her father goes terribly wrong. 

City Spies by James Ponti (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Sentenced to juvenile detention after exposing her 
foster parents’ crimes, a talented young hacker is 
rescued by a British spy who recruits five teen 
savants from different world regions to become elite 
agents for MI5. 

 

 

Cleo Porter and the Body Electric by Jake Burt (Gr. 4-
6) 
 

In a future forever changed by a pandemic, a girl survives 
in total isolation. A woman is dying. Cleo Porter has her 
medicine, but no way to deliver it. Like everyone else, Cleo 
and her parents are sealed into their apartment to keep 
them safe from the disease that nearly wiped humans off 
the face of the earth. When a package is delivered to the 
wrong unit, Cleo must decide if it’s worth leaving her unit 
to save another’s life. 

 
Closer to Nowhere by Ellen Hopkins (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Told in verse from the alternating perspectives of Hannah 
and Cal, this is a story of two cousins who are more alike 
than they realize and the family they both want to save. 

 

 

Dress Coded by Carrie Firestone (Gr. 4-6) 
 

 
Molly Frost is FED UP with the unfair dress code in 
her middle school. Molly starts a rebellion within her 
school over the dress code. Now the girls who have 
had violations are standing up, and they’re not 
backing down. 

 

  

 

Fighting Words by Kimberly Bradley  

(Gr. 4-6) 
 

Della has always had her older sister Suki, but when 

Suki attempts suicide, Della realizes that staying silent 

about some of the terrible things in their past might 

not be the right thing to do. Sometimes you have to 

speak up. CW: Sexual Assault of Minors, Abuse 

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz (Gr. 3-4) 
 

A dual tale published to mark the 20th anniversary 
of the September 11 attacks finds a young boy 
struggling to find his father and escape the World 
Trade Center in 2001, before a girl in battle-torn 
2020 Afghanistan risks her life to help a wounded 
soldier. Simultaneous.  

  

The In-Between by Rebecca Ansari (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Cooper is lost. Ever since his father left their family three 
years ago, he has become distant from his friends, 
constantly annoyed by his little sister, Jess, and 
completely fed up with the pale, creepy rich girl who 
moved in next door and won’t stop staring at him. So 
when Cooper learns of an unsolved mystery his sister 
has discovered online, he welcomes the distraction. 

Measuring Up by Lily Lamotte (Gr. 4-6) 
 

Having just moved to Seattle from Taiwan, twelve-year-old 
Cici enters a cooking competition to win the chance to see 
her grandmother again, but she only knows how to cook 
Taiwanese food.  After her pickled cucumber debacle at 
lunch, she’s determined to channel her inner Julia Child. 
Can Cici find a winning recipe to reunite with A-má, a way 
to fit in with her new friends, and somehow find herself 
too? 

 

 

Santiago’s Road Home by Alexandra Diaz (Gr 4-6) 
 

Fleeing abusive relatives and extreme poverty in 
Mexico, young Santiago endures being detained by 
ICE while crossing the border into the United States. 

 

 


